
MALTA RESIDENCE PROGRAMMES

THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS





MALTA IS A COUNTRY LOCATED AT THE CENTRE OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA. IT HAS BEEN A MEMBER SATE OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION SINCE 2004, AND IS ALSO A SCHENGHEN 
STATE. APART FROM THE STABLE ECONOMY AND ITS STRATEGIC 
GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION, MALTA OFFERS A VARIETY OF 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR NON-EU NATIONALS THAT SEEK RESIDENCE 
OR RELOCATION IN THE COUNTRY.  

PERSONAL TAXATION

When a foreign national takes up residence in Malta, he/she will 
be considered to be resident but not domiciled in Malta for tax 
purposes and charged to tax in Malta on the following:

◾ Income and Capital Gains arising in Malta;

◾ Foreign income which is received in Malta.

Any Capital Gains arising outside Malta are not taxed even if they 
are received in Malta.

TAKING UP  
RESIDENCE IN MALTA
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GLOBAL RESIDENCE 
PROGRAMME

THE GLOBAL RESIDENCE PROGRAMME (GRP) 
WAS LAUNCHED IN 2013, ATTRACTING A HIGH 

NUMBER OF NON-EU INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 

WILLING TO TAKE UP RESIDENCE IN MALTA 

BY MEETING THE RELEVANT CRITERIA. GRP 

APPLICANTS ARE TAXED AT A FLAT 15%, SUBJECT 

TO A MINIMUM ANNUAL TAX OF €15,000 ON 

ANY FOREIGN INCOME WHICH IS RECEIVED IN 

MALTA AND AT 35% ON ANY OTHER INCOME, 

THAT IS, ON INCOME ARISING IN MALTA.

MAIN CRITERIA:  
THE APPLICANT MUST SHOW THAT HE/SHE:

◾ Is fluent in one of the Maltese official languages  
(Maltese and/or English); 

◾ Owns qualifying property in Malta (owned or leased) for the 
value of not less than €275,000 (reduced to €250,000 if situated 
in the South of Malta or Gozo), or alternatively pays rent which 
is not less than €9,600 per annum (reduced to €8,750 if the 
property is situated in the south of Malta or Gozo);

◾ Has sufficient resources to support himself/herself  
and any dependants;

◾ Is in possession of health insurance covering himself/herself 
and any dependants.
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MALTA RESIDENCE &  
VISA PROGRAMME

IN 2015, THE MALTESE GOVERNMENT 

LAUNCHED A NEW PROGRAMME DESIGNED 

TO ATTRACT NON-EU NATIONALS WHO ARE 

INTERESTED IN INVESTING IN MALTA. 

Applicants under this programme qualify for an Indefinite 
‘residence certificate’ covering the main applicant as well as  
any dependants.  
 
Applicants under this programme are charged to tax at 
the progressive rates applicable to individual resident 
in Malta on the income referred to in the first part of this 
document. The progressive rates reach a maximum of 
35% when the annual income exceeds €60,000.

MAIN CRITERIA:  
THE APPLICANT MUST SHOW THAT HE/SHE:

◾ Owns qualifying property in Malta(owned or leased) for the 
value of €320,000 (reduced to €270,000 if situated in Gozo 
or in the South of Malta), or alternatively leases a property of 
less than €12,000 per annum, (reduced to €10,000 per annum 
if situated in Gozo or in the South of Malta). The property 
investment must be held for a minimum of five years;

◾ Holds a qualifying investment of an initial value of €250,000 for 
minimum period of five years;

◾ Has resources or otherwise enjoys stable and regular means of 
support also covering any dependants;

◾ Is in possession of health insurance covering himself/herself 
and any dependants;

◾ Receives an annual income of not less than €100,000 arising 
outside Malta or possesses capital of not less than €500,000.
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MAIN CRITERIA:  
THE APPLICANT MUST SHOW THAT HE/SHE:

◾ Holds recognised professional qualifications 
in the relevant, qualifying field; 

◾ Has stable and regular means and resources to 
support himself/herself and any dependants;

◾ Is in possession of health insurance covering 
himself/herself and any dependants;

◾ Is employed within a company recognised 
by the relevant authority; 

◾ Is not domiciled in Malta. 

 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED PERSONS

IN 2011, THE MALTESE GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED 

THE HIGHLY QUALIFIED PERSON SCHEME TO 

ATTRACT EXPERTISE IN SPECIFIC FIELDS SUCH 

AS THE AVIATION, FINANCIAL SERVICES, AND 

GAMING SECTORS. 

This scheme is open for both EU and Non-EU applicants, and 
offers the applicant a 15% flat rate of tax on his/her employment 
income from qualifying activities, provided that the relevant 
income is not less than €82,353 per annum (this amount is subject 
to annual adjustments according to the Retail Price Index). This 
flat rate is chargeable up to a maximum income of €5 million, 
with any excess being tax free. The 15% tax flat rate applies for 
a consecutive period of five years for European Economic Area 
(i.e. EU countries plus Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein) and 
Swiss nationals and for a consecutive period of four years for third 
country nationals. The four or five-year period, as the case may 
be, commences from the year when the individual concerned first 
becomes taxable in Malta.
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EMPLOYMENT

AN EMPLOYMENT LICENCE IS REQUIRED IN 

ORDER FOR NON-EU/EEA NATIONALS TO 

WORK IN MALTA, WHICH IS GRANTED UPON 

SATISFYING A NUMBER OF CRITERIA. 

Since joining the European Union, the employment licence 
has been merged with the residence permit, thus, enabling the 
employee to have an automatic residence permit on the basis 
of his employment licence. The type of licence issued depends 
on whether the person concerned is only an employee on the 
one hand, or a shareholder or beneficial owner of a company on 
the other. Tax rates applicable under this scheme are subject 
to the income tax rates applicable to Maltese employees, that 
is, on the progressive rates, reaching a maximum of 35%.

 
SELF-EMPLOYMENT
FOR RECOGNISED SELF-EMPLOYED STATUS, A TCN MUST 
MEET ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

◾ Investment of capital expenditure in Malta of at least 
€500,000, within 6 months from the date on which the 
relevant ETC licence is issued. Capital expenditure must 
consist of fixed assets (such as immovable property, plant 
and machinery) used for business purposes as reflected in 
the business plan submitted with the relevant application. 
Rental contracts do not qualify. Such expenditure is to be 
supported by receipts in the name of the TCN. The application 
must also be accompanied by a letter of reference in 
respect of the TCN from a reputable Malta bank certifying 
that the TCN has the facility to raise such capital; 

◾ Highly skilled innovators with a sound business plan 
to be submitted with the application who commit to 
recruiting at least three EEA/Swiss/Maltese nationals 
within eighteen months of establishment;

◾ A sole representative of an overseas company (with 
a sound reputation and established for at least three 
years abroad) wishing to commence business in 
Malta. Evidence of representation is required. The 
application should also be accompanied by Financial 
Statements for the overseas company showing the 
financial situation of the company in the last 3 years;

◾ A person leading a project that has been formally approved 
by Malta Enterprise and formally notified by the latter to ETC.

Applications containing a firm commitment with 
regards to the engagement of EEA/Swiss/Maltese 
nationals as part of the staff complement will assist in 
the favourable consideration of an application.

Further to the above, for an applicant that wishes to apply 
as an employee of a company or a part-timer, he/she must 
be qualified or experienced in the employment he/she 
will take up. The applicant must also go through normal 
labour market processes. The relevant residence permit in 
relation to this scheme is valid for one year, renewable.

A CORPORATE ENTITY HAVING A TCN (THIRD-COUNTRY NATIONAL) SHAREHOLDER OR BENEFICIAL OWNER. 

IN SUCH CASES, THE RELEVANT COMPANY MUST MEET ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING QUALIFYING CRITERIA:

◾ Every TCN shareholder or beneficial owner must have 
a fully paid up share capital of not less than € 500,000 
which may not be redeemed, reduced or transferred 
to a third party during the first two years following 
issuance of the Employment Licence. This share capital 
must be through a cash/stock injection in Malta;

◾ The Company proceeds with capital expenditure of at least  
€500,000 on the island. Capital expenditure shall consist 
of fixed assets (such as immovable property, plant and 
machinery) used for the business purposes reflected 
in a business plan submitted with the application. 
Rental contracts do not qualify. Such expenditure is to 
be supported by receipts in the company’s name;

◾ The company is sole representative of an overseas 
company (with a sound reputation and established for at 
least three years) wishing to commence business in Malta, 
with appropriate evidence thereof. The application should 
also be accompanied by Financial Statements for the last 
3 years in respect of the relevant overseas company; 

◾ The Company is leading a project that has been formally 
approved by Malta Enterprise (with formal notification to ETC).
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FAMILY MEMBER  
Family members of a Non-EU national who has resided 
in Malta for more than one year may apply under the 
‘family reunification’ scheme. The EU national must have 
enough financial mean to support the applicant.

EDUCATION  
A non-EU national may apply for a temporary permit valid for 
the entire period of study. If the applicant is a minor, his or her 
legal guardian may accompany the minor. Such person has to 
confirm that he or she is in receipt of stable and regular income 
and has a leased or owned property in Malta(owned or leased).

PARTNER  
An individual who is a partner of a Maltese citizen may 
apply for a residence permit, valid for a period of one year 
(in the case that the relationship has been going on for a 
minimum period of two years) and for three years (in the 
case that the relationship has been going on for a minimum 
of five years with enough proof of cohabitation). 

PERMANENT RESIDENCE  
Long term residence is granted to applicants that are 
able to provide evidence that they have legally resided in 
Malta for the preceding 5 years. Applicants must have a 
regular and stable income to support themselves. They 
must hold a health insurance and they will be assessed 
on their knowledge of the Maltese language.

OTHER RESIDENCE SCHEMES 
WHICH MAY BE RELEVANT 
DEPENDING ON THE 
SPECIFIC CLIENT’S REQUEST
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*15% tax rate is applicable only to foreign sourced income remitted to Malta 35% on all other income

RESIDENCE SCHEMES AT A GLANCE

GLOBAL 
RESIDENCE 

PROGRAMME

MALTA 
RESIDENCE & VISA 

PROGRAMME 

HIGHLY 
QUALIFIED 
PERSONS

EMPLOYMENT
SELF 

EMPLOYMENT

SOURCE OF INCOME
Foreign sourced 
income remitted  

to Malta

Foreign sourced 
income remitted  

to Malta

Income from  
employment deriving 

in Malta

Foreign sourced 
income remitted  

to Malta

Income from  
employment deriving 

in Malta 

PROPERTY REQUIREMENT 
(OWNED OR LEASED)

� � � � �

MINIMUM STAY 
REQUIREMENT 

� � � � �

TAX RATE APPLICABLE 15%*
0% - 35%

(Progressive rates)
0% - 35%

(Progressive rates)
0% - 35%

(Progressive rates)
0% - 35%

(Progressive rates)

CONTRIBUTION � €30,000 � � �

INVESTMENT � €250,000 � � �

FEES � � � � �
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The information provided in this document is for information 
purposes only and should not be treated or interpreted as 

either investment, legal, tax or professional advice. Any views 
or opinions expressed herein are not intended and should not 
be construed as being investment, legal, tax or professional 
advice, but reflect A|R|Q Advisory Ltd. views and opinion in 

relation to the particular theme and/or subject of the document. 
Since the information being provided is highly dependent on 

Governmental Policy, Law and Regulation, this material is sub-
ject to change without notice and recipients are urged to seek 
more specific and timely advice . A|R|Q Advisory Ltd does not 

accept liability for any loss, whether direct or indirect that may 
be incurred by any recipient who acts solely on the basis of the 

information being provided.
 
 

A|R|Q Advisory Ltd – Company Registration number C 68802 is 
part of the ARQ Group Ltd. and is licensed by the Malta Finan-

cial Services Authority under the companies act of 1995. 
 

A|R|Q Advisory Ltd – Company Registration number C 68802, 
Tower Business Centre, Level 1, Suite 5, Tower Street, Swatar, 
BKR4013, Malta. A|R|Q Advisory Ltd is part of the A|R|Q Group 

and is licensed by the MFSA.



G O I N GG O I N G

ARQGROUP.COM

A|R|Q Group

Ewropa Business Centre,  
Level 3, Suite 701, Dun Karm Street, 

B’ Kara, BKR9034,  
MALTA

E info@arqgroup.com

T +356 2549 6000


